
Rus 
On Shavuos, we read Megillas Rus.

The Megillah opens with pain. Naomi 
returns to Eretz Yisrael shattered and alone. 
Once, she had left as part of the aristocracy 
of Klal Yisrael — the wife of Elimelech, 
one of the leaders of the generation. Now 
she returns after nearly a decade in Moav, 
widowed, bereft of both sons, carrying 
nothing but heartbreak and a Moabite 
daughter-in-law named Rus.

M O M E N T S 
Everyone’s personal life has moments that 
change the trajectory of their entire lives. 
The moment one meets a spouse is a prime 
example.

These momentous occasions occur on 
a national level as well. And even on a 
global level, there are days that pass quietly 
through history, and there are days that alter 
the course of the world forever.

Shavuos is one of those days.

The day Klal Yisrael stood at Har Sinai and 
accepted the Torah, the world was forever 
changed. Chazal teach that the world’s 
continued existence depended upon that 
moment.

Here, in the opening of the second perek of 

Megillas Rus, we encounter another one of 
those days — which may explain why we 
read Megillas Rus on Shavuos.

G R E E T I N G S  
At the beginning of chapter 2, the story 
begins to shift. We learn how Rus goes 
out to the fields to gather forgotten stalks 
alongside the poor, and suddenly Boaz 
arrives. Chazal note that this was unusual; 
he did not ordinarily come personally to the 
fields.

But before the Megillah tells us about the 
encounter between Boaz and Rus, before 
Boaz notices her, before he asks, “Whose 
young woman is this?” the passuk pauses 
to record what seems like an ordinary 
exchange.

“Hashem imachem,” Boaz says to his 
workers. (Hashem should be with you — 
his version of “Shalom Aleichem.”)

Rav Yosef Zev Lipowitz, in his Nachalas 
Yosef explains why this conversation is 
recorded in a sefer of Nevuah.

He notes that no word in Tanach is 
incidental. If this exchange is here, it is 
foundational.

And the Mishnah (Berachos 54a) reveal 
something astonishing: this was the first 
time such a greeting had ever been used! 

Boaz and his bes din had enacted that 
people should greet one another using the 
Name of Hashem.

To us, it hardly sounds revolutionary. We 
live with “Shalom Aleichem,” “Baruch 
Hashem,” and “Im yirtzeh Hashem.” But 
the Mishnah proves how revolutionary this 
was by adding that Heaven agreed with this 
enactment.

Such language implies that this was no 
simple innovation. It was radical enough 
that one may have feared it bordered on 
inappropriate. It needed consent from 
Shamayim itself.

H A S H E M  I S  W I T H  U S
Rav Yosef Zev explains why there might be 
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events. While the blessings seem 
uplifting, they do not erase the pain of his 
earlier suffering. Rus’s story begins with 
hardship, but those hardships are the 
foundation for her ultimate redemption. 
Her difficult years are integral to the 
creation of her positive ones. Thus, in 
hindsight, all of it is seen as good, and 
appropriate to be read on Yom Tov.  

The example that he gives is of a sunny 
day that suddenly turns cloudy. The dark 
skies create unease and anxiety. When the 
clouds eventually dissipate and the sun 
returns, people feel relieved. However, 
the clouds were ultimately pointless, 
they did not contribute anything positive, 
only disrupted an otherwise beautiful 
day. The day had two distinct parts: the 
sunny moments and the cloudy ones. 
If it had rained, it would have seemed 
worse, but ultimately produced positive 

results—watering fields, fostering 
growth, and creating abundance. Without 
the “negativity” of the storm, the positive 
outcome could not exist.

This is why Megillas Rus is sung like a 
song, even though it recounts tragedy—
because the suffering ultimately 
contributes to the triumph. The negative 
events serve as steppingstones to the 
positive ones, making the entire narrative 
uplifting. Iyov’s story, in contrast, 
remains divided. Though he is blessed 
in the end, his earlier suffering was not 
essential to those blessings. Like a cloudy 
day that later becomes sunny, his positive 
conclusion does not negate his past pain.

This insight connects the story of Rus 
to Matan Torah on both a personal and 
national level. Just as Rus’s suffering 
led to greatness, the toil of Torah is the 

key to personal growth. One who diets 
or exercises experiences discomfort but 
understands that these challenges directly 
contribute to self-improvement. Though 
difficult, they are part of a greater picture, 
making the struggle worthwhile.

On a national scale, our greatness is 
forged through Torah. From the moment 
we received the Torah at Sinai, the world 
began to despise us—Sinai is linked 
to the word “sinah” (hatred). Much of 
our suffering throughout history stems 
from the resentment other nations feel 
toward our acceptance of the Torah. 
Regardless of the deeper reasons behind 
this hostility, it shaped us into a nation 
worthy of redemption through the Davidic 
dynasty—whose origins are found in the 
story of Rus. Thus, Rus and the Torah 
share striking similarities, far more than 
Rus and Iyov.

Every Detail is 
Counted and Hashem 
Runs the World 
In the first passuk it states, “A man went 
from Beis Lechem Yehudah to sojourn 
in the fields of Moab, with his wife and 
two sons.” Immediately afterward, the 
text specifies his name, Elimelech, his 
wife’s name, Naami, and the names of 
his two children. This structure seems 
unusual, why introduce him in such 
vague terms only to provide the details 
one passuk later? Why not simply state 
the facts from the beginning?

The Midrash teaches that the Heavenly 
Court was initially in judgment of 
this family for leaving their people to 
travel to a foreign land amid a famine. 

At first, the Heavenly Court chose not 
to reveal their identity to “protect” the 
guilty party. This suggests that there 
was something positive—or at least 
understandable—about their actions 
that warranted protection. However, 
when the court ultimately prosecuted 
them and found them guilty, their names 
were disclosed. This means that the first 
two pessukim are not simply a case of 
secrecy followed by revelation; rather, 
they present two sides of the argument.

The Nachalas Yosef reminds us that these 
were not ordinary citizens, but rather 
leaders. They were –as the first passuk 
notes – from the shevet of Yehudah 
and had the potential to establish the 
Davidic dynasty. Instead, the dynasty 
was formed through Boaz, their 
relative. It is essential to recognize that 

they were not simple individuals; their 
actions must have had some logical, 
even commendable, qualities.

According to basic law, a person is 
not only permitted to leave a country 
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a backlash to it and why Boaz felt it was 
important.

Boaz was teaching a broken generation 
–through this new form of greeting – 
something they desperately needed to 
internalize: Hashem is with you.

Not only in holy endeavors but in the 
mundane too, like a field where people 
are working or poor people are taking the 
leftovers. This is true in the marketplace 
and in ordinary conversations. In the lives 
of people recovering from famine and 
tragedy.

A nation reeling from loss needed to hear 
that Hashem had not abandoned them.

But Rav Yosef Zev explains that it went 
even deeper than encouragement.

When a person trains himself to see Hashem 
within another Jew, to know that Hashem is 
with us every second, his entire perspective 
changes. Human beings are no longer 
ordinary. One cannot dismiss, embarrass, or 
degrade another person so easily when he 
recognizes the tzelem Elokim within him.

R U S  A N D  B O A Z
This is how the continuation of the story of 
Boaz –and our nation – becomes possible.

Rav Yosef Zev emphasizes how these 
words in the Megilla are placed here – not 
only as a chronological recounting of 
the events but because what the attitude 
that came along with what these words 
represented was the prerequisite for Boaz 
meeting Rus.

Before Boaz could marry Rus, Klal Yisrael 
needed a new way of seeing people.

Rus was a convert from Moav — a 
nation viewed with disdain and suspicion. 
Humanly speaking, the possibility that the 
gadol hador would marry such a woman 
was almost unimaginable.

But after Boaz introduced this new outlook 
— after people learned to look deeper, 
to recognize greatness hidden beneath 
externals, to see the presence of Hashem 
within another person — only then could 
they recognize who Rus truly was.

E P I L O G U E 
Immediately after Boaz made the 
enactment to change the mindset of the 
people, Hashem arranged for him to 
physically meet Rus. 

Only now could Boaz see why her greatness 
was necessary to further the mindset of this 
new world. 

Only now could Klal Yisrael accept 
their leader would marry this convert.

And only now, unbeknownst to 
everyone, could Malchus Beis Dovid 
begin to emerge.

This marriage was much more than just 
two strangers meeting and marrying.   

The monumental day that began with 
a new enactment helped set up the 
meeting of the couple that would marry 
to then produce the Messianic Dynasty. 

As we prepare for the monumental day 
of Shavuos, perhaps this lesson should 
be part of the avodah.

To remember that Hashem walks 
among us not only in moments of 
grandeur, but in ordinary interactions, 
quiet greetings.

To look at another Jew differently.

The Torah was given by Hashem to a 
nation of converts.

And the Torah will ultimately bring us 
to the day when the descendant of Rus 
and Boaz — Mashiach — will redeem 
Klal Yisrael במהרה בימינו.

experiencing famine but is encouraged to 
do so in search of better conditions. This 
precedent exists in Jewish history—our 
forefathers also left Eretz Yisrael during 
periods of famine. The unnamed family 
introduced at the start of the story of Rus 
certainly had a strong defense they could 
have presented before the Heavenly 
Court. 

Another Midrash compares them to 
foxes hiding in the shadows and were 
held accountable for failing to daven for 
the people and for the famine to end. 
Elimelech’s judgment was harsh because, 
although his reasoning may have been 
justified for a private individual, as a leader 
of the Jewish nation, his responsibilities 
were different. His people depended 
on him, and in that position, he had an 
obligation to daven for them and lead 
them through the crisis. Shevet Yehudah, 
known as the lion, is meant to lead from 
the front. By abandoning the nation, 
Elimelech acted selfishly—his personal 
survival took precedence over communal 
responsibility. He was a fox hiding in the 
shadows.

His failure to daven stemmed from his 
loss of hope in Bnei Yisrael. The nation 
understood here was a leader who could 

have gathered them, guided them toward 
teshuvah, and helped them improve 
spiritually, which in turn could have ended 
the famine. Instead, he fled. More than 
that, he fled to Moav, a nation long hostile 
to the Jewish people, infamous for refusing 
food to Bnei Yisrael in the wilderness. His 
departure left the Jews who remained 
behind in desperation—they felt their 
leader had abandoned them.

Remarkably, despite his unfavorable 
judgment and tragic fate—perishing in a 
foreign land with no progeny, disappearing 
entirely from history without even a 
known burial site—his name appears in 
the opening pessukim of Megillas Rus, a 
story that ultimately leads to the creation 
of the Davidic dynasty. This teaches us a 
profound lesson: even though individuals 
may be held accountable for their actions, 
Hashem directs the course of history. 
These individuals were, nonetheless, 
catalysts in shaping destiny. The dynasty 
could have emerged through another path, 
but it did not—because, in some way, 
Elimelech and his family initiated the 
unfolding story.

This principle is even broader. Sometimes, 
historical events occur through people 
whose intentions are completely negative. 

Take, for example, the sale of Yosef into 
slavery—his brothers acted with ill intent, 
yet Yosef was the one who ultimately 
saved them during the famine. No matter 
what happens, the outcome will always be 
what Hashem wants.

Fascinatingly, the phrase “and a man 
went” appears only twice in the Torah: 
once here, when Elimelech left Eretz 
Yisrael during famine, and once when 
Amram remarried his wife during the 
harshest period of the Egyptian exile—
leading to the birth of the savior, Moshe 
Rabbeinu (Shemos 2:1). Amram’s 
remarriage instilled hope among Jewish 
slaves, while Elimelech’s departure led 
to despair. Yet both actions ultimately 
set the stage for redemption—Moshe 
leading Bnei Yisrael from Egypt to Sinai 
to receive the Torah, and Elimelech’s 
departure initiating the events that 
would result in the Davidic dynasty and, 
ultimately, our final geulah.

On a practical level, this teaches us 
an invaluable lesson: no matter how 
bleak a situation appears, the result 
will always align with Hashem’s will, 
which eventually will be revealed to the 
entire world, with Him dwelling openly 
among us, bimeheirah biyameinu.

ר’ יוסף זאב ליפוביץ
Rav Yosef Zev Lipowitz (1889 - 8 Nisan 1962) was 
born near Bialystok to Rav Baruch a chasid of Kotzk. 
At 16 he joined the Slobodka Yeshiva where Rav 
Moshe Mordechai Epstien recognized the dazzling 
talents and allowed him into his inner circle. He 
became Rav Moshe Mordechai’s substitute in 
the town shiur when Rav Moshe Mordechai was 
unavailable. He was also very close with the Altar 
of Slobodka and lived with his approach of gadlus 
ha’adam and aspire to greatness. Because of these 
two relationships he became great in torah and 
halachah and deep thinking mussar. 

In 1912, Rav Yosef Zev spent time with the Meshech 

Chochmah when the latter came to Kovna (across 
the bridge from Slobodka). In the back of Nachlas 
Yosef they published the handwritten letter with 
it’s glorious titles that the Meshech Chochmah 
bestowed upon Rav Yosef. 
He married Baila from Rutiva and when married, 
she opened a store and with the money they 
earned, he opened a yeshiva there that produced 
great talmidim.

In 1924 they emigrated to Tel Aviv  - and fulfilled his 
mission to bring people closer to Torah. When Rav 
Ehrenson opened a yeshivah he became a leading 
rebbi there until 1935 when health issues prevented 
him from continuing. But he continued giving 
shiurim including in Yeshivas Ohr Zoreah in Yafo. 

His original thoughts continued to flow from him. 
The shiurim enthralled the listeners. The peoples 
inner souls connected to his passionate words that 
captured them. 

To earn money, they opened their home as a “room 
and board” which became a place for talmidei 
chachamim to gather and enjoy each other’s 
company.

After he passed, his wife sold her belongings to help 
publish his sefarim. This sefer uses the Midrash 
to bring out the beauty of the story of Rus and it’s 
underlying practical lessons that we can use today. 
Rav Aaron Lopiansky gave shiurim on Rus from 
this sefer and published it under the title, Seed Of 
Redemption.
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