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oYy - ﬂ()y Torah Legacy

Based on The Legacy Haggadah — Insights
from Gedolim who were not zocheh to have children as their legacies —
Fisher Family Edition, by Rabbi Moshe Hubner, shlit’a

Getting Rav Gershon Liebman (Degel Hamussar) poses an
Emotional intriguing question: How can the Torah obligate us
to remember Yetzias Mitzrayim? Isn’t memory a natural trait,
something one either has or lacks? How can it be commanded?

Rav Gershon provides a profound insight into human nature.
Consider a student who is jealous of a friend with an exceptional
memory. While this student struggles to retain a small amount of
Torah, his friend remembers vast amounts, with even less effort.
Despite his poor memory, the jealous student vividly recalls his
resentment long after the encounter. Why doesn’t this memory fade
like others? The answer lies in the emotional connection. What a
personremembersis heavily influenced by their personal attachment
to the matter. The recollection of the resentment remains because of
the emotional significance the student places on it.

Similarly, the mitzvos of Pesach aim to create a deep emotional
connection to Yetzias Mitzrayim. By performing these mitzvos, we
bind ourselves emotionally to the events, ensuring they remain
vivid in our minds, much like the jealous student’s lasting memory
of his feelings.

* %k %

Rav Reuven Chaim Klein, h"yd (1884 -1943), was born in Munkatch to R’ Tzvi Dov,
who was very close with the three Rebbes of Munkatch. After marrying R’ Shayala of
Kerestir’s daughter, he was supported for 10 years, after which he became Rav of Sanina,
where he opened a small yeshivah. In the introduction to his sefer Mateh Reuven on
Yoreh De’ah recently republished by Machon Aleh Zayis, he writes, “A person is obligated
to make sure that his Torah exists forever through children and students and the Torah

that he publishes.” He corresponded with many of the greats of his generation. He
authored many other volumes of Torah that are lost to us.

Matzah Rav Reuven Chaim Klein wrote a letter to the Minchas
Phobia Elazar who had written (Nimukei Orach Chaim 475)
against those who refrained from eating matzah throughout
Pesach, which was adopted out of fear that the matzah might not
have been carefully watched and may actually have become
chametz. Rav Klein defended the custom which was the custom of
the Liska Rebbe [Editor's Note: see Ohr Hayashar V'hatov, Aleh
Zayis Edition for a full treatment of this custom. It should be
noted that this was the custom of Rav Klein's father in law, Rav
Shayala of Kerestir, who succeeded the Liska Rebbe.]

In his response the Minchas Elazar relates that he had debated
the topic with the Liska Rebbe himself.

The Minchas Elazar asks: According to this stringent view,

what “leniency” do they rely on to eat matzah at the Seder? Given
their fears, shouldn’t they be concerned that the matzah at their
Seder is chametz? Are they fulfilling a mitzvah, or violating the
prohibition of chametz? Additionally, reciting a brachah in vain
violates a Biblical prohibition.
How can a brachah be recited over %
questionable matzah? He says '
that if the answer is that there is [}
no choice because matzah must
be eaten at the Seder, then he
sarcastically recommends changing
the brachah from “al achilas matzah”
to “al achilas chametz.”

Rav Avigdor Nebenzahl shlita
examining The Legacy Haggadah

The Arizal states that one who avoids eating the smallest amount
of chametz during Pesach is guaranteed not to sin the entire year
(see Be'er Heitev, OC 447:1). The Minchas Elazar humorously
rewords it that one who avoids eating only the smallest amount
of matzah during Pesach is guaranteed not to sin the entire year.

In his letter, Rav Reuven attempts to defend this stringent custom
by claiming there are those who cannot enjoy Yom Tov and fulfill
the mitzvah of being happy if they eat matzah out of fear it isn’t
chametz-free. Enjoying Yom Tov is a mitzvah too!

The Minchas Elazar dismisses this defense and explains they
must stop being stubborn and
fearful. Rather, they should
be extra careful when baking
the matzos. If they do so,
they should have no fear that
prevents them from enjoying
Yom Tov. The Minchas Elazar
wonders how one could eat
chocolate with a hechsher
during Pesach, yet be fearful
when eating matzah.

Reb Lazer Fisher with his rebbi
Hagaon HaRav Shlomo Feivel Schustal shlita

Bitachon and Hishtadlus

Rav Yitzchak Gurwitz met Rav Gershon in the Vilna Ghetto
and immediately clung to him, which ultimately saved his life.
He was together with Rav Gershon in many concentration
camps and is a firsthand witness to Rav Gershon being a walking
embodiment of what he taught. He related:

After watching my father being led away, I walked past
Rebbi’s yeshivah and saw him sitting and learning sefer Yad
Haktanah on the Rambam, Hilchos Avodah Zarah. I said, “Don’t
you see that the Lithuanian police are taking people? Why don’t
you go and hide?” He answered that if they reach the shul door,
he would stand behind a pillar and hide. This was the smallest
form of hishtadlus; he would not go into hiding because that is
kochiv'otzem yadi. He lived by the words of the Chovos Halevavos
that one who relies completely on Hashem has no fear. He lived
with this emunah and bitachon; to him it was real. After I lost my
father, whenever there was an aktzia, I ran to be with him.

A few weeks after liberation, survival was still our main
concern. In essence, we were in the same situation as we had
been under the Germans, but without their official rule over
us. We begged local Germans for food. We were still just a
number. Rebbi said he had to open a yeshivah and get sefarim.
We looked at him strangely. We didn’t know where we were
on the map (I think it was called Burma), we had no currency,
and he wanted to find a place! Everyone thought he was crazy.
But he left. He didn’t know German nor where the buses or
trains were. How he traveled, I don’t know. He went to a small
town called Celle and other towns and found sefarim in shuls.
He organized a yeshivah, four to six weeks after liberation, in
Bergen-Belsen. It was the first yeshivah after the war, followed
by the Klausenberger Rav. He didn’t like it there, so he moved to
Zeilsheim, near Frankfurt. At the end of 1946, the yeshivah had
between 30 and 40 students. Hearing this today is one thing,
but living under those horrendous conditions, with a survival
mindset, and seeing all this activity I'shem Shamayim was really
beyond human comprehension.
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In last week's Alim,
Rabbi Szimonowitz
noted that Rav Yaakov
Kamenetzky, in two places in Emes
L'Yaakov, quotes C. D. Ginsburg despite his
being a meshumad. It may interest readers
to know that in a letter dated 5710 (1949)
to Rav Yonason Steif, Rav Menachem
Mendel Schneerson of Lubavitch mentions
that the Ginsburg whom Rav Yonason
cited in his introduction was a meshumad,
and for a time, a missionary. Rav Yonason
replied that he had been unaware of this
but added that Ginsburg had introduced
nothing original in his presentation of
the mesorah. Futhermore, Rav Steif noted
that the Concordance itself had originally
been compiled by a priest; nevertheless, it
is cited by the Tosafos Yom Tov (Shabbos,
Perek Kelal Gadol), the Chasam Sofer
(She’elos U'Teshuvos, Yoreh De'ah 249), and
many other sefarim. [Editors note: This
exchange is published in Otzros Mahari
Steif (pp. 524-525, Aleh Zayis edition).]
Dohoshua Leirer

Yasher Koach to Rabbi Szimonowitz on
a fascinating and beautiful article about
Sefer Nechemiah. 1 would like to add the
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following points to complement his piece:

1. Rashi, the Bechor Shor and the
Abarbanel always refer to the sefer we call
Nechemiah as Ezra. For example, Rashi
in Sukkah 12a refers to a pasuk in our
Nechemiah by the name Sefer Ezra. There,
the Gilyon HaShas by Rabbi Akiva Eiger
notes other places where Rashi does this.
He then cites Sanhedrin 93b which says that
Nechemiah should have had his own book,
but the merit was taken away because of
a mistake he made. The implication is that
Rashi knows that these sources are in
Nechemiah but he is upholding the words
of Chazal and referring to the words of
Nechemiah as Sefer Ezra. It seems that
Rabbi Akiva Eiger wasn’t aware that there
never was a Sefer Nechemiah and that Rashi
calls the book Ezra because that is what it
was always called.

Another difficult statement is from Rav
Aryeh Leib Tzintz in his Simchas Yom Tov
on Beitzah 15b. There, Rashi refers to Sefer
Ezra when the verse is in our editions of
Nechemiah. The Maharal Tzintz writes
that he is bothered because the verse
is only written in Sefer Nechemiah. He
then suggests the possibility that Sefer
Nechemiah is also called Sefer Ezra. This
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Rabbi Moshe Hubner

comment of the Maharal Tzintz is very
strange, since it is reasonable that he is
not aware of the history of the printing
of Tanach, but he certainly knew of the
Gemara (Sanhedrin) that Nechemiah never
merited to have a book of Tanach named
after him.

(It should be noted that sometimes
Rashi refers to Divrei Hayamim as Sefer
Ezra, because it was compiled and written
by Ezra. He does this in Yeshayahu 6:13
and in Zevachim 55b. And Ibn Ezra does it
in Daniel 8:5.)

2. I was under the impression that that
term kapitel in Yiddish came from the
German for the title of a page, the heading
or the head of the page, like the word kop.

3. Related to the objection of recognizing
the chapters that were established by the
non-Jews. I have yet to understand why
the baalei keriah who read the Megillos
(except for Eichah) pause and sing a
concluding trop when finishing a chapter
of the Megillos. The division of the chapter
is from non-Jews and are not imbued with
any sanctity. It appears incorrect to give
their division credence over the divisions
of the Baalei HaMesorah.
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The Erev Pesach
on Shabbos Guide
Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Pesach digests and guides detailing the halachos and minhagim have been
around since the invention of printing. Yet the unique situation of Erev Pesach
on Shabbos gets its own honorable mention. On average, Erev Pesach falls on
Shabbos every 8-9 years. However, it is very irregular. Erev Pesach will commonly
fall on Shabbos three times in one decade (eg. 2001, 05 and '08) and then take a
20-year hiatus (e.g. 1930 to 1950; 1954 to 1974, 2025 to 2045).

Besides the obvious halachos—early taanis bechorim and bedikas chametz,
shalosh seudos, baking matzah on Erev Pesach, and other halachos discussed in
Shulchan Aruch siman 444—many halachos and minhagim have been added
over the years. The Pri Megadim refers us twice to his Sefer Hamagid where he
details the halachos. Unfortunately, these halachos are missing from our versions
of Sefer Hamagid. Yet the Pri Megadim does detail some halachos in siman 444.
The Noda B’Yehudah in his Drashos Tzlach also goes through some halachos,
albeit very succintly.

The first organized digest I have found

dedicated exclusively to the halachos for

Erev Pesach on Shabbos was that of Rav
Chaim Eliezer Hausdorf (son-in-law of the Mishkan Betzalel),
printed over 140 years ago in Yerushalayim
5643\1883, with many footnotes. It was printed many
years later in a kuntres called Davar BTto. When Erev
Pesach fell on Shabbos thirteen yearslater, 5656\1896,
Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”] printed a new kuntres
of halachos. During this time period, the Ben Ish Chai
(year 1) also elaborated on these halachos.

Rav Yisrael Weltz, the Raavad of Budapest (and later
in Yerushalayim), author of Divrei Yisrael, printed a
more elaborate guide, Chok L'Yisrael, in 5687\1927,
and thenagainin 5714\1954 in Yerushalayim. Another
guide in question-answer format was authored by Rav
Simcha Weissman with the approval of Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”].
After a twenty-year hiatus, when Erev Pesach fell on Shabbos again
in 5734\1974, Rav Tzvi Cohen published an entire sefer that left
no stone unturned. This was reprinted again in 2001 with hearos
from many gedolei Yisrael. In 1981, Rav Moshe Sternbuch shlita
printed a kuntres together with his Hagaddah Moadim U Zmanim.
It was reprinted for Erev Pesach 2001 with he'aros of the Steipler
Gaon, and again in Teshuvos V’Hanhagos.

Erev Pesach fell on Shabbos three times
within one decade in 5761, 5765, and 5768 (2001, 2005, 2008).
This brought with it a new round of publishing these halachos.
Indeed, in these years, many sefarim were printed as part of
standard halachah series. Three notable examples are Rav Yisrael

; '_H.ll:_pr,m"' Minhagim

Rabbi Menachem M.
Abramson

Rabbi Allon Mordechai
Ben-Dayan

Rav Chaim Eliezer Hausdorf z"l

Rabbi Noach Moshe Panish  %"x7 1»0wby *190 2°Y 0N 71"an

Harfenes’s Nishmas Shabbos and Vayevarech Dovid; Rav Moshe
Mordechai Karpf’s Hilchos Chag B'Chag; and Rav Gavriel Zinner’s
Nitei Gavriel. English guides also became increasingly available
during these years.

This year, Machon Aleh Zayis has published three guides (Sharei
Hamoed by Rav Shaul Katz, Sukkas Chayim by Rav Simcha Bunim
Londinski, and Mishneh Lechem (English) by Rabbi Noach Moshe
Panish).

We should bear in mind that the adjustments
we make for Erev Pesach on Shabbos are relatively minor
compared to the many halachos of the Korban Pesach on Shabbos,
as per the Mishnayos in Pesachim. The Gemara famously tells us
that the Bnei Beseira were not even sure if Korban Pesach
supersedes Shabbos until Hillel confirmed that it does.

The topic of the Bnei Beseira was traditionally expounded at
the Shabbos Hagadol derashos when Erev Pesach fell on Shabbos,
followed by the unique halachos of the day.

While reviewing these unique halachos, we

notice that some of the questions are less
pertinent today, but at the same time are replaced with newly
urgent ones. Much discussion in the Acharonim concerns baking
; challos and hafrashas challah for Shabbos Erev Pesach. In
an era where bechorim commonly fasted on Erev Pesach
(not relying on a siyum), the questions of a taanis
bechorim mukdam were much more of a reality. In an age
before indoor plumbing, there was no way to thoroughly
remove leftover chametz on Shabbos morning (certainly
where there was no eruv). Before plastic-ware and
disposable aluminum tins were standard, there was
much discussion about cleaning pots and dishes. Before
daylight savings time was instituted, the zmanim on
Shabbos morning made it difficult to finish davening
and a seudah before the sof zman achilas chametz.

Perhaps the fascination with Erev Pesach on

Shabbos is the hope for Mashiach in this
remarkable time. While Eliyahu Hanavi is associated with Pesach
in general, he is specifically mentioned in the end of the Shabbos
Hagadol haftarah announcing the arrival of Mashiach. In fact, in
previous generations (for example, see Derashos Chasam Sofer),
many would read this haftarah only when Erev Pesach fell on
Shabbos.

As mentioned earlier, according to our calendar, Erev Pesach
occurring on Shabbos will not happen again for twenty years
(until 5805\2045). We certainly can’t imagine waiting so long for
the Geulah.
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